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on preliminary design engineering, prior to a final detailed
design and eventual (future) project construction.

Gateway Horizon will continue the successful municipal
and community transportation planning improvements es-
tablished to date for The Southern Gateway, which included
eight miles along IH 35E from Eighth Street near downtown
Dallas south to IH 20, and eleven miles along US 67 from
the IH 35E / US 67 interchange south to FM 1382.

WHAT IS A MAJOR
TRANSPORTATION STUDY (MTS)?

An MTS helps communities plan, identify and recommend
transportation solutions to accommodate near-term and
future traffic demand on specific freeways. As the
population within Gateway Horizon study area continues
to grow, so will the demand for the transportation system.
Without this transportation system preliminary planning
and its goal to accommodate the population growth,
significant congestion will continue to mount. The MTS
phase does not necessarily generate specific, absolute
plans, but rather helps pinpoint strategies for enhancing
the overall transportation system.

Resultant traffic-solution alternatives could include
enhancements to major streets crossing the US 67
corridor, light rail transit lines, bus park-and-ride lots and
routes, bicycle networks, and freeway improvements to
accommodate the future transportation demand in the
study area. Each proposed US 67 improvement will

be evaluated by a variety of criteria which may include
social, economic, environmental, hydraulic impacts, traffic

management; cost-effectiveness and financing of alterna-
tives/alignments; and compatibility with local, regional,
state and federal transportation goals. The MTS result will
be a set of recommended transportation improvements to
accommodate future transportation demand on US 67.

CORRIDOR HISTORY

US 67 extends northeast from west-central Texas, through
San Angelo to Dallas, and is a vital corridor for intrastate
movement of people, goods and services. Specific to the
study area, US 67 connects Midlothian and Cedar Hill
with the Dallas Central Business District (CBD) via the
IH 35E corridor.

The population in the study area has grown, and is
anticipated to continue growing at a dramatic pace. The
North Central Texas area population growth has doubled
between 1970 and 2000 and is estimated to double again
by 2030. More significant than Dallas County growth, is
the anticipated growth within Ellis County. Comparing
1970 figures to those of 2030, the Ellis County population
is expected to increase by a factor of nine. Ideally, steps
need to be taken to evaluate, and respond to, this affect on
the local transportation system.

PROJECT TIMETABLE

The timetable graphic below illustrates the general steps in
the study process.
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W WE ARE HERE

The Gateway Horizon Study is the first step within the
project development process, as shown in the following

diagram:
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Your input is needed. The first Public Meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, March 1, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. at

the Cedar Hill Recreation Center, 310 E. Parkerville Road
in Cedar Hill. Public and agency participation is a critical
component of Gateway Horizon. Your thoughts and con-
cerns about transportation will be of valuable assistance.
Please share your comments by accessing the “Comments
Form™ at: www.thesoutherngateway.org/gh

Or, mail comments to The Gateway Horizon (project) team:

Gateway Horizon

C/O Sam Lopez, HNTB Corporation
701 Commerce Street, Ste. 700
Dallas, Texas 75202

Information about upcoming Public Meetings will appear
on the project Web site www.thesoutherngateway.org/gh
and in local newspapers. Public Meeting notices will be
included in Project Newsletters mailed to all individuals
on the project mailing list. If you would like to be added
to our mailing list, please let us know via our “Comments
Form™ on the Web site.



